
1. Curiosity Centre
The Curiosity Centre gives students an 
opportunity to investigate science ideas and tools 
through active participation, free exploration, 
and independent play. In this hands-on centre, 
students can touch, feel, and explore objects 
related to air and water in the environment. 

The Curiosity Centre could have 

•	� bags, balloons, transparent plastic cups, 
whoopy cushion, straws, paper, paper 
towels, containers of various sizes and 
shapes

•	� samples of liquid and solid water: ice cubes; 
Freezies; warm, room temperature, and cool 
water in various containers

•	� bubble wrap, plastic wrap, felt, cardboard, 
various fabrics, Styrofoam, and other 
materials useful for wrapping ice to slow 
melting times

•	� baking trays, newspaper

•	� items to test for moisture, such as soil, 
moss, baby wipes

Check the centre frequently to ensure it is 
well stocked with items. Invite students to 
contribute to the centre by bringing in items 
or photographs related to air and water in the 
environment. Remind students to tidy up the 
materials when they are finished.

Note: You may choose to display new items 
every few days or introduce items one at a time 
throughout the unit.

	� Preparing for the Unit
2. Science Journals and Folders
                            Demonstrate for students 

how to record observations, 
questions, ideas, results, 

notes, and so on, by writing or drawing pictures 
in their Science Journals. Encourage students to 
add new questions or ideas to their Journals as 
often as they like.

Science Journals along with completed BLMs, 
drawings, stories, etc. related to the unit can be 
stored in the students’ Science Folders

3. Word Wall
               Add any relevant science terminology 

to the Word Wall throughout the unit. 

4. I Wonder Wall
              Build the I Wonder Wall throughout the 

unit by posting students’ questions as 
they arise. Refer to the I Wonder Wall 

often and select questions that students may be 
ready to answer. 

5. Reading Centre
Add texts (books, magazines, and photographs) 
relating to air and water to the Reading Centre. 
Or, you may choose to include these texts in 
the Curiosity Centre. The titles in the Science 
Library will help start off a collection of books. 
Also refer to the lists of texts pertaining to Air 
and Water in the Environment in the Additional 
Resources section of this guide (pages 86–87).
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