I
Preparing for the Unit

1. Curiosity Centre

The curiosity centre gives students an
opportunity to investigate science ideas and tools
through active participation, free explorations,
and independent play. In this hands-on centre,
students can touch, feel, and explore objects
related to daily and seasonal changes.

The Curiosity Centre could have

e season-related items (fall leaf, paper
snowflake, sunglasses, seed package,
mittens, umbrella, beach shovel and pail,
sandals, rain boots, rake, photograph of a
komatik [Inuit sled])

e tools for measuring weather-related
phenomena, such as a rain gauge,
thermometer, weather vane, barometer

e clocks, calendars, globes

e flash cards (e.g., days of the week, months
of the year, seasons, weather symbols and
words)

Check the centre frequently to ensure it is well
stocked with items. Ask students to contribute
to the centre by bringing in additional items or
photographs related to weather and the seasons;
if any students self-identify as Aboriginal, ask
them to bring items in these categories that are
related to their culture. Remind students to tidy
up the materials when they are finished.

Note: You may choose to display new items
every few days or introduce items one at a time
throughout the unit.

2. Science Journals and Folders

Demonstrate for students
how to record observations,
S questions, ideas, results,
notes, and so on, by writing or drawing pictures
in their Science Journals. Encourage students to
add new questions or ideas to their Journals as
often as they like.

Science Journals along with completed BLMs,
drawings, stories, etc. related to the unit can be
stored in the students’ Science Folders.

3. Word Wall

Add any relevant science terminology
to the Word Wall throughout the unit.

4. 1 Wonder Wall

Build the I Wonder Wall throughout
the unit by posting students’ questions
as they arise. Refer to the I Wonder

Wall often and select questions that students
may be ready to answer.

9. Reading Centre

Add texts (books, magazines, and photographs)
relating to weather and the seasons to the
Reading Centre. Or, you may choose to include
these texts in the Curiosity Centre. The titles

in the Science Library will help start off a
collection of books. Also refer to the lists of
texts pertaining to Daily and Seasonal Changes
in the Additional Resources section of this guide
(pages 74-75).



